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1970 Four National Winners  

 

Jerry Barnes (OR), David Schiver (IL), two sponsors, Phillip Maxwell (IN), and Dino Cortopassi (CA).  

The rest of us always said we tied for fifth!  
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We hope this issue of the Spirit is 
finding you in good health and spirits. 
The holiday season has come and 
gone with a white Christmas here in 
Minnesota and throughout the 
northern and eastern United States. 
We hope all of you had a wonderful 
holiday season and were able to travel 
at will. Wow, what a fall! Many of us 
experienced high moisture content of 
the crop and it dictated the schedule 
of harvest. Not much progress in 
October, but thank goodness 
November turned out to be a 
beautiful month with December 
pretty mild until Christmas. Our 
crops were above average and would 
have set a corn yield record if the test 
weight was average. As I mentioned 
in the last letter, we were behind in 
growing degree units all summer and 
could not catch up. At our place we 
were 10ò below normal in rainfall and 
we only get 35ò per year annually so 
the cool summer literally saved our 
corn crop. It is always amazing to me 
how Mother Nature evens out the 
growing season so it can be as good 
as it can be under the circumstances. 
Farmers in the region struggled to get 
the high moisture corn harvested in a 
timely manner, but most finished in 
south central Minnesota. 
On the home front, Emilyôs horse, 

Seastar, colliced for the fourth time in 

early December and now is in horse 
heaven. It was tough on the young 10
-year-old, but probably tougher on 
the real horse whisperer, our 13-year-
old, Paige. So we are down to one 
hay burner for the winter, which is 
not a bad thing. Peggy has been 
holding down the fort at the plumbing 
and heating shop, working more and 
longer hours over the winter months. 
I am trying to catch up on some 
bookwork these days along with 
making decision for the upcoming 
growing season. My sisters asked me 
over Christmas what I was most 
grateful for, and I responded the 
health of my family! Without it you 
cannot do much else. 

Everything seems to be coming 
together for the conference in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. I think we 
have some terrific tours and speakers 
planned for the event. I hope all of 
you can make the trip to hopefully 
some warm weather in February. The 
web address for the OFA is 
www.ofafraternity.org, be sure to 
check it out. We wish you all a happy 
and prosperous New Year! 

Best Regards, 
Scott and Peggy Hildebrandt 
President 
35205 73rd St, Waseca, MN 56093 
507-835-7813 
sbhenter@myclearwave.net 

It sounds as though most of the 
country has had to deal with some 
crazy weather this year. Because of 
wet weekends, this is the first year 
since we started the corn maze 
business in 2001 that our attendance 
has been down and it was just 
because it rained every weekend in 
October! As soon as we were done 
with October, we got into Putting up 
lights for our drive through light 
show, and now we have been getting 
snow almost every weekend. The 
only night it closed us down was on 
Saturday the 20th when we had about 
two feet of the white stuff to deal 
with. We were up and running 

Sunday night, and by the next 
weekend we only had a few drifts 
left after the 2ò of warm rain during 
the week. Wow! 

Anyway, we are looking forward 
to swapping stories with all of you at 
the convention in February. Itôs 
going to be a great time and in a 
warmer climate for many of us at 
that time of year. We look forward to 
seeing more of you this year. Come 
on down for some southern 
hospitality! 

Denny and Judy Crum 
Vice President 
www.crumland.com 

Greetings from Maryland  

Greetings from Minnesota!  

The days are getting longer 
already. We look forward to what 
the New Year holds. Soon weôll be 
packing our bags and heading to 
North Carolina for the Congress and 
recognizing the class of 2010 
Outstanding Young Farmers. One 
can feel the excitement for these 
young people and what life 
changing re lat ionships and 
experiences they may take away 
from this event. We look forward to 
personally meeting the candidates. 

We will be the hosts of the 
hospitality room this year. As usual, 
we enjoy having you share snacks, 
pertinent to your farm or state. If 
you need any assistance with items 
you want to share, you may contact 
us and weôll try to accommodate 
you. 

We were looking at the website 
for the Hilton North Midtown 
Raleigh and noticed they have 
complimentary shuttle service to 
and from the Raleigh-Durham 
International Airport. Be sure to get 
your reservation in, we want to see 
YOU! 
Weôll be collecting membership 

dues on Saturday. If you are not a 
lifetime member, annual dues are 
$25.00 per year, or you can become 
a lifetime member for $250.00 and 
not be bothered with dues again. 

Quick family update: After two 
combine fires, we finally finished 
harvest on December 7. There are 
still many farmers that have corn in 
the field here in Northern, IL. 

We certainly hope to see many of 
you in Raleigh in February. 

Sincerely, 
Rodney and Mary Birchen 
Secretary/Treasurer 
15247 W Busch Road 
Pearl City, IL 61061 
(H) 815-443-2536 
Rod Cell ï 815-541-9002 
Mary Cell ï 815-541-9006 
birchenfarms@aol.com 

Happy New Year  
from Illinois!  

http://www.ofafraternity.org
mailto:sbhenter@myclearwave.net
http://www.crumland.com
mailto:birchenfarms@aol.com
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David Alexander, 3727 Westvale Rd, Cortland, NY 
13045 

Gary Anderson, RR 1, Box 117A, Grygla, MN 56727 

Dupree Atkinson, SC ï lost 

Richard Baum, 13126 US Highway 6, Geneseo, IL 
61254 

Donald Boyette, 9255 Boyette Rd, Kenly NC 27542 

William Brittian II, 4333 W Riverside Dr, Yuma, AZ 
85364 

Kenneth Brockel, 31072 121 St Java, SC 57452 

Jerry Burkett, 1908 S Oak St, Stuttgart, AR 72160 

David Earl Burton, General Delivery Calverton, VA 
22016 

Donnell Calhoun Jr., DE ï lost 

Joe Cardoza III, 18839 Road 80, Tulare, CA 93274 

Bruce Christenson, PO Box 774, Gunnison, UT 84634 

Earl Eby, 24359 U Ave, Dallas Center, IA 50063 

Robert Ellis, 30374 Calhoun Ave, Salisbury, MD 21804 

Donald Entrekin, 282 Quinn Rd, Spruce Pine, AL 
35585 

Steve Flick, 1790 NW 50th, Kingsville, MO 64061 

Joe Frasier, 45965 Co Rd #118, Limon, CO 80828 

Dale Hermreck, 1531 S Apple LN, Ottawa, KS 66067 

James Hopper, 208 Evergreen Ct, Brentwood, TN 
37027 

Rudy Irwin, RR 1, Box 283 K, Bentonia, MS 39040 

Greg Jarvis, 222 N Hidden Valley Rd, Shoshoni, WY 
82649 

Leon Kriesel, 4626 Rd 111, Gurley, NE 69141 

Abbott Lee Box 1 Speedwell, Chatsworth, NJ 08019 

Hugh Lewis III, KY ï lost 

Bruce Lynn, LA ï lost 

Terrance Megnan, VT ï lost 

Daniel Marvel, FL ï lost 

Bruce Nelson, 202 Ryde Rd, Farmington, WA 99128 

Jess Nichols, RR 1, Box 103, Altus, OK 73521 

Michael Niesch, 6403 S 1100 W Westville, IN 46391 

Peter Nygaard, 2509 Rose Creek Pkwy S, Fargo, ND 
58104 

Joe Perry, PO Box 131, Brady, MT 59416 

Randy Rodgers, RR 4, Box 303, Tecumcari, NM 88401 

Dennis Rosen, 2722 200th Ave, Emerald, WI 54013 G 
Wayne Smith, RR 2, Box 504, Martinsburg, PA 16662 

Chris Sullivan, General Delivery, Harvey, AR, was a 
candidate from MI 

John Sykes, TX ï lost 

William Warner Jr., 6214 County Road 247, Vickery, 
OH 43464 

James Williams Jr., GA ï lost 

Class of 1985 ð25 Years!  

In the last issue I asked you to mark your calendars for 

the 2010 Congress in Raleigh, NC, and now I am going to 

ask you to go to our Web Site (www.ofafraternity.org) and 

click on the Updated 2010 NOYF Awards Congress. It has 

a lot of information for you. 

1. Information on the tentative agenda 

2. Congress Tour Information (everyone will be doing 

both tours) 

3. Travel and hotel information (if you register on line 

use the three digit code JAC) 

4. Information about Congress speakers and 

entertainment 

Feel free to call me if I can be of any help. 

Be sure to pack your ñWestern Wearò as Friday night is 

going to be a night of fun, food, dancing and laughter. I 

look forward to seeing you there. 

Our OFA web site has a section for any news you 

would like to share, just e-mail it to me, and I will post it 

for you. A Directory of OFA membersô names and e-mail 

addresses is on the site as well. We were only able to post 

the e-mails we were aware of. Please check the list, if you 

are on it, check to see if it is correct. If you are not on it, e-

mail me with your year and e-mail address. We appreciate 

your help with keeping it up to date. If you have any 

suggestions on what you would like to see on the web site, 

just let me know, and we will work on it! 

Wishing all of you a ñVery Healthy Happy and 

Prosperous New Year!ò 

Pat Barnes/OFA Coordinators 

(541)998-5991 

lukyb13@msn.com 

From the Coordinatorôs Corner 

Duane Mathison (MT ô70) was named ñ2009 
Ag Person of the Yearò in September by the 
Miles City Area Chamber of Commerce Ag 
Committee. 

Congratulations!  

I was wrong.  
Weôve been in North Carolina before, 

in 1957, Durham to be exact!  

http://www.ofafraternity.org
mailto:lukyb13@msn.com
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Gerald Barnes, 92884 Applegate Trl, Junction City, OR 97448 

Roger Baer, 30271 Co Rd 109, Lewiston, MN 55952 

Clyde Barrick, 2660 Walnut Bottom Rd, Carlisle, PA 17013 

Harold Bishop, 188 Old Hall Rd, Woodstock, CT 06281 

Eugene Branstool, 6360 Johnstown Utica Rd, Utica OH 43080 

Donald Clarke, RR 1, Claemont, NH 03743 

Dino Cortopassi, 11292 N Alpine Rd, Stockton, CA 95212 

Glen Eaves, PO Box 89, Woodsboro, MD 21798 

Allen Franks, 970 Boyles Rd, Guthrie, KY 42234 

Gayle Gering, 403 S Palouse St, Ritzville, WA 99169 

Edward Jardell, LA ï lost 

Harold Kludt, 16257, Lakeshore Rd, Kendall, NY 14476 

Dennis Lake, 830 Taber Rd, Blackfoot, ID, 83221 

Ken Mason, Box 1063, Platte, SD 57369 

Duane Mathison, HC 40, Box 6135, Miles City, MT 59301 

Phillip Maxwell, deceased, wife Jane, 9 S St. Rd #49, Valparaison, IN 46383 

James McVay, 6131 Macedonia Rd, Houlka, MS 38850 

William Middleton, 4888 Oakwood Rd, Ortonville, MI 48662 

Pete Miley, 213 Evergreen Dr, Walhalla, SC, 29091 

Ronald Miyashiro, HI ï deceased 

Robert Niemeyer, MO ï lost 

Darrell Paulson, 8438 148th St, Scotch Grove, IA 52310 

Larry Payne, NC ï lost 

Henry Pylman, AZ ï deceased 

Charles Rasco III, AR ï deceased 

Gail Ratliff, 22624 NW Barton Rd, Westphalia, KS 66093 

Thomas Reames, VA ï lost 

Robert Rush, 14748 E Hwy 84, Axtell, TX 76624, was candidate from GA 

Owen Shaw, UT ï deceased 

David Schiver, Box 127 N York St, Martinsville, IL 62442 

Frederick, Siemandel, WI - deceased 

Grover Skaggs, RR1, Fort Cobb, OK 73038 

Bobby Stroud, deceased, wife Ann, 5318 Dowlen Rd, Cedar Hill, TN 37032 

William Thacker, deceased, wife Gwen, 939 Country Club Dr, Elko, NV 
89801 

Ralph Thompson, 14174 20th St SE, Page, ND 58064 

Jack Wallis, PO Box 604, Wheatland, WY 82201 

Dan White, 11502 FR 924 W, Vernon, TX 76384 

G. Allyn Wind, 17200 Beaver Creek Dr, Brush, CO 80723 

Paul Yeutter Jr., RR 1, Box 79F, Eustis, NE 69026 

1970ðYour 40th Anniversary  
Remember Your 25th?  

No one has ever had as big a group back!  

Come and join us as we learn 
about the state of Missouri. 
Highlights are: St. Louis Arch, 
Branson, Springfield, State Capital, 
Jefferson City, Lake of the Ozarks, 
Mississippi River. 

The tour will feature agriculture, 
history, tourist attractions, natural 
beauty sites, country western and 
ñbluesò music. 

Deadline is April 1, 2010. If   you 
are interested, contact Carol            
at Harvest Travel International     
8 0 0- 2 2 7- 0 4 6 4  o r  e- m a i l 
harvestt@sbcglobal.net. She will 
send you the details. Remember, 
space is limited. 

Hosted by Dale Ridder and his 
wife, Phyllis Hannan (MO ô81), it 
looks like a fun and interesting tour. 

OFA Missouri 
Study Tour  
July 4 -11, 2010 

David and Bernie Schiverôs son 
Robert died unexpectedly in 
December of ô09. Besides his 
parents, he leaves two sons, Andrew 
and John Michael. 

Mrs. Geraldine Brown wrote to 
tell us that her husband, Maynard, 
had died in May of this year from 
Acute Melogenous Leukemia. He 
was Maineôs Outstanding Young 
Farmer in 1958. She said his 
purpose in life was to be an 
excellent dairy farmer. 

Our Sympathy  

Raleigh, North Carolina  
February 11 -14, 2010 

mailto:harvestt@sbcglobal.net
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Mario Accornero, 27 Clark Hill Rd, Glastonbury, CT 06073 

Austin Anderson, 1946 Maple Springs Rd, Manchester, TN 37355 

Don Angonia, TX ï lost 

Morris Aston, NM ï lost 

Harry Beals, RR 2, Box 31, Pownal, VT 05261 

Edward Behm, candidate from Ohio, last address was FL ï lost 

John Berkemeyer, 205 Ave E NE, Arkins, AR 72823 

James Brewer, 723 CR 621, Shubuta, KS 39360 

Morrill Brown, WY ï deceased 

Robert Call, 6661 Fisher Rd, Oakfield, NY 14125 

Roy Christman, 287 Schoolhouse Rd, Hamburg, PA 19526 

John Culbreath, 692 Westerlea Place, Monticello, FL 32344 

Roy Dowling, NJ ï deceased 

Preston Estabrook, ME ï deceased 

Wayne Fisher, 17 Deer Path Rd, Palmyra, VA 22963, candidate from 
Nebraska 

Stanley Grimes, 529 Buck St, Pembroke, NH 03275 

Roy Hallman, 600 Roy Hallman Rd, Boston, GA 31626 

Jonathan Harvey, 9610 Winchester Dr, Cedar Hills, UT 84062 

Leslie Hatchett, 5840 Dawes Rd, Grand Bay, AL 36541 

Johnny Holthauer, AR ï lost 

Lloyd Hudson, IN ï deceased 

Fred Huenefeld, LA ï lost 

Kirby Hughes, AZ ï lost 

Robert Ingle, RR1, Box 151, Cavour, SD 57324 

J.B. Kelley, NM ï deceased 

William Kilmer, WV ï lost 

J.Ray Knapp, MI ï deceased 

Charles Lucht, OR ï deceased, wife Dorothy, 32372 S Dryland Rd, 
Molalla, OR 97038 

Ed McFarland, N284 Country Road K, Watertown, WI 53094 

Gary Morris, ID ï lost 

Herman Natwick, 2106 19th St S, Moorhead, MN 56560 

Robert L. Parr, 21547 US Hwy 76, Newberry, SC 29108 

Kenneth Parsons, 143 Hill Valley Rd, Hadley, MA 01035 

Ermie Raasch Jr., MO ï lost 

Darl Reynolds, AZ ï lost, was a candidate from Iowa 

Jerome Smith, 17401 W Foreman Rd, Yukon, OK 73099 

Robert Smith, CA ï lost 

James Snider, RR 3, Franklin, KY 42134 

Clark Spain, MT ï lost 

Ardell Strand, ND ï deceased 

Wayne Stull, WA ï lost 

Theodore Tinkham, 1715 160th St. Cameron, IL 61423 

Ralph Wier, deceased, wife Delight, RR 1, Box 101, Lacon, IL 61540 

Herbert Wessell Jr., 2400 Fairmount Rd, Hampstead, MD 21074 

Charles West, DE ï deceased 

Melvin Winger, KS ï lost 

Class of 1960 ð50 Years!  

Harves t  T rave l  w i l l  be 
completing the plans for the Study 
Tour to Argentina and Chili (with 
the optional three-day extension to 
Rio De Janeiro). A full copy of the 
itinerary is available on the OFA 
web site. www.ofafraternity.org. 
Departure date will be early in 
January 2011. 

If you are already on the list, you 
will be hearing from Carol Bauer at 
Harvest Travel in the near future. If 
you are not and would like to join 
the tour, contact Jerry Barnes, 
lukyb13@msn.com 

2011 South 
America Tour  

This year we will be trying a new 
twist on the auction. Rather than 
selling everything through a regular 
sale, we plan to divide it up. Most of 
the items will be sold at a silent 
auction. If you havenôt experienced 
this type of sale, numbered items are 
displayed with a minimum bid. A 
bid sheet is attached to each item, 
and individuals are allowed to bid 
up each item until a specified time. 
Each bidder will be assigned an 
anonymous number. The last few 
minutes of bidding can become 
rather competitive, and knowing this 
bunch Iôm sure it will be good for a 
few laughs. We are still working on 
details. 

If you have things for the auction, 
p l e a s e  e- m a i l  u s  a t 
www.crumland.com with details, or 
call us at 301-898-1445 so that some 
of the bid sheets can be prepared 
ahead of time. We will have extra 
bid sheets at the convention, also. 

Get those auction items ready, 
and those bid numbers ready for 
action! 

Auction  
Reminder!  

http://www.ofafraternityorg
mailto:lukyb13@msn.com
http://www.crumland.com
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HOTEL INFORMATION  

3415 Wake Forest Road 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27609-7330 
919.872.2323 or 1-800-Hiltons 
www.northraleigh.hilton.com 

Rate Deadline: January 20, 2010  

Group Rate for this event is as follows:  

ROOM RATES SINGLE DOUBLE  

Run of House $109.00 $109.00 

**The group rates will be honored for attendees three (3) days before group arrival and three (3) days after group departure based on 
space and rate availability. 

When calling the hotel to make your reservations, please be sure to identify yourselves as being with the National Outstanding Young 
Farmers Program or use the 3-digit JAC code for online booking.  A credit card will be required to secure your hotel reservations. 

The 2010 Awards Congress Å Feb. 11-14 Å Raleigh, NC 

REGISTRATION FORM  

Deadline January 20, 2010 
The National Outstanding Young Farmers program is sponsored by Deere & Company. 

The program is supported by the Outstanding Farmers of America (OFA) Fraternity and the National Association 
of County Agriculture Agents (NACAA), and administered by The United States Junior Chamber. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________  

Spouseôs Name ____________________________________________________________________________  

OYF Class of _________________________________________ State _______________________________  

Address __________________________________________________________________________________   

City  ________________________________________________ State  ___________ ZIP ________________   

Home phone  __________________________________ Work phone ________________________________  

Fax number ____________________________________ E-mail Address  _____________________________  

Ã Yes, I have special needs due to a disability. Please explain: _____________________________________  

REGISTRATION INFORMATION Payment Received Payment Received 
 by 1/20/10 after 1/20/10 
___ NOYF 2010 Complete Weekend Package .................................... $220 per person $245 per person 

___ NOYF 2010 Awards Banquet and Ceremony ONLY  .................... $ 65 per person $ 75 per person 

PAYMENT INFORMATION (check one) 

Enclosed is $____________ to confirm ________ registration(s) for the 2010 National Outstanding Young 
Farmers Awards Congress in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Ã Check      Ã Money Order      Ã Visa      Ã MasterCard      Ã Discover 

Credit card #  ________________________________________ Expiration date ________________________  

Name on card  _______________________________________ Billing ZIP Code _______________________  

Cardholderôs signature __________________________________________________  

Make check or money order payable to: The U.S. Junior Chamber. Mail or fax this form to: 
The U.S. Junior Chamber ñ NOYF 2010 Registration 

7447 S. Lewis Avenue  ǒ  Tulsa, OK 74136  ǒ  Fax: 918-584-2487 
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Outstanding Farmers of America  
2010 Annual Membership  

Enclosed is $25.00 for my membership 
or $250.00 lifetime membership 

Please return with your check to:  
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Rodney and Mary Birchen 
15247 W Busch Road 
Pearl City, IL 61062 
 
 

Name______________________ Nominee Year ___ 

Address __________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________ 

Thank You! 

Outstanding Farmers of America  
 
 

 
 

________________________________ 
2010 Annual Member  

Save for Tax Records  

Amount Paid______________________ 

Check No. ________________________ 

Date Paid_________________________ 

Outstanding Farmers of America  

Letter from Sam and Betty McGregor  
We are looking forward to 

welcoming yaôll to THE SOUTH! 
Being from SOUTH CAROLINA 
we are more southern than North 
Carolina and we have Myrtle Beach, 
historic Charleston, and the 
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains. 

We were National OYF winners 
in 1964 in Madison, WI, when 
Orion Samuelson made his 
appearance as our emcee and the 
last time we attended was in San 
Antonio when Betty fainted in the 
doorway to the banquet and 
everyone had to exit by another 
door. 

We were dairy farmers until 
1990. We sold the dairy herd and 
grew replacement dairy heifers until 
we sold our farm in 2006. We kept 
our home and three acres and still 
live there. 

In the spring of 2009, Betty was 
selected SC Mother of the Year and 
in Portland, OR, in May, she was 
selected 2009 National Mother of 
the Year. Since then, she and I (as 
her valet) have been traveling 
around making appearances. This 

has been a real ñtripò for this 
ñSouthern Farm Wife.ò 

We are four hours south of 
Raleigh (all interstate). We have a 
table that seats 21 so when yaôll 
come, we will feed you a meal of 
ñgrits and gravyò and southern fried 

chicken with Krispy Kreme donuts 
for dessert. 

We look forward to seeing you 
all in Raleigh. 

Betty and Sam McGregor 
sam_betty@peoplepc.com 
803-776-2712 

mailto:sam_betty@peoplepc.com

